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2018 Elected Officers
COMMANDANT
•

Karl Wilzer

SR. VICE COMMANDANT
•

Matthew Popovich

JR. VICE COMMANDANT
•

Calvin Reichhold

JUDGE ADVOCATE
•

David Thens

PAST COMMANDANT
•

Matthew Popovich

2018 Appointed Officers
SGT. AT ARMS
•
Edward Peters
ACTING SGT. AT ARMS
•
Tom Szmed

CHAPLAIN
•

Gerard Kunic

ADJUTANT/PAYMASTER &
SECRETARY
• Janet Lindner
PISTOL TEAM CHAIRMAN
•

P. Philip Cerussi

QUARTERMASTER
•

Rick Barzen

VETERANS HOSPITAL (VAVS)
•

Robert Timet

Three Rivers Leathernecks
Support The Young Marines
The Washington County Young Marines
(WCYM) have been affiliated with the Three
Rivers Leatherneck Detachment since December
2016. It is a national organization established in
1959 for boys and girls aged 8 to high school graduate. The vision is
to impact America’s future by providing a unique youth leadership
program that nurtures and develops responsible citizens in our
communities, instilling the core values of home, courage and
commitment. The USMC does not oversee the program but does
provide financial and logistical support. The MCL Department of
PA strongly suggests that all detachments support a Young Marines
program; #310 is proud to participate and support the WCYM which
enhances the growth of our detachment.
This highly regarded organization is led by Executive Officer,
Commander Don Bailey and his wife of 48 years, Joyce Bailey
currently serving as Adjutant and previously Quartermaster. They
have both been involved with WCYM since its inception in 2007 and
attend all the National and MCL Department of PA conferences,
conventions and meetings. Don retired as a Master Sargent after 22
years of service in the USMC. In the past few years, the Baileys
have attended Three Rivers meetings and social functions which
encouraged them to transfer their membership to Detachment #310.
Matt Popovich had a strong interest in this program and is now the
training officer along with 10 volunteer staff members. Dave Thens,
Joe Wadlow and Bill Howrilla have also been instrumental in
providing the WCYM cadets opportunities for participation in events
and functions.

SCHOLARSHIPS
•

Richard Sanderson

PUBLIC RELATIONS
•

Richard L. Sanderson

WEBMASTER
•

Frank Kelly

New recruits must complete a 26-hour training program consisting of
life skills, first aid, CPR, communications and land navigation.
Additional activities include hiking, camping, obstacle courses,
rappelling, scuba diving and leadership training. They participate in
parades, presenting colors and community service. Currently there
are 30 male and 5 female cadets in the program. They are extremely
active in the community and meet weekly.

Four Chaplains Award – 2017
Each year Three Rivers Detachment nominate candidates for the prestigious Four Chaplains
Award for his/her outstanding dedication and service to the community. This year, three
members of #310 were nominated and received this award.

Joyce Bailey:

As Adjutant of the Washington County Young

Marines, Joyce Bailey is the driving force behind the scenes coordinating
all the events and activities of the unit. She has devoted herself tirelessly
to assist her husband Don Bailey, Unit Commander, in providing a quality
experience for boys and girls, to help them become responsible citizens
who enjoy and promote a healthy, drug-free lifestyle.

Jeremy Harbaugh, Captain, USMC: Captain Jeremy Harbaugh,
USMC, is President and Co-founder of the Wounded Heroes Hunting Camp, Inc. (WHHC). WHHC was
founded in February 2012 by the then 2nd Lt. Jeremy Harbaugh (who was in his early 20’s) and is a
registered 501 (c )(3) non-profit, dedicated to helping wounded combat veterans heal. WHHC’s mission
is accomplished by getting Wounded Heroes outdoors hunting and fishing, thereby challenging,
empowering and enabling them to do the things they love. The Heroes hosted on these trips come from
across the entire United States.

William Howrilla:

Bill has been involved in

humanitarian projects with Detachment 310 for over 12 years. He has
coordinated numerous efforts to collect and pack hundreds of boxes
of items to be sent to our troops in Iraq and Afghanistan. He works
behind the scenes in a wide variety of ways to assist Marines and other
veterans in need, both inside and outside of our area. He is a master
wood carver and has personally carved countless eagle head canes,
walking sticks and most impressive, wooden figurines with extreme
details. He has given them to aged and disabled veterans alike. The
most current carving was of a Korean Chosin Few Marine which he
presented to the National Museum of the Marine Corps at Quantico.
He continually recognizes others for their efforts while active in
Marines Helping Marines for our Detachment.

Here’s Your Orders . . .
Ed Peters, Sgt. At Arms for Three Rivers
Leathernecks, is currently taking a sabbatical
from his duties. Past Commandant, Tom
Szmed will fill in for Ed during his absence.
So here are your orders, “hurry back, Ed!”

2018 Installation of Officers

Past Adjutant Phil Cerussi, administers the oath
of office to the incoming officers.

The installation of officers was held at the regular meeting of
the Three Rivers Leatherneck Detachment #310 monthly
meeting, held on Wednesday, January 10, 2018. Past Adjutant
Phil Cerussi presided and swore the new officers into their
positions. After serving for over 20 years as
Adjutant/Paymaster, Phil requested to pass the position to
another member. Janet Lindner was appointed and sworn in
with the incoming officers. Janet will remain as secretary to
the League as she undertakes her new responsibilities as
Adjutant.

Sr. Vice Matt Popovich, Commandant Karl Wilzer, Jr. Vice Calvin Reichhold,
Adjutant/Paymaster and Secretary Janet Lindner and Chaplain Gerry Kunic.

Judge Advocate David Thens

#310 Participates in the Annual VAVS Soup Day at
Heinz Aspinwall VA Hospital

VAVS Event Coordinator, Ginger Dougherty oversees the
annual Soup Day for the resident veterans and staff at the
Aspinwall VA Hospital on October 25, 2017. Bob Timet is #310
VAVS representative.

League members Tom Szmed, Bob Timet, Bill McClements and Rick
Barzen are on hand to serve up the delicious cabbage soup prepared
by Bob and Rick. For the past five years, Audrey Szmed has baked
homemade bread to compliment the soup.

The USMC birthday celebration for Three Rivers Leathernecks was held at Sieb’s Tavern
on Sunday, November 5, 2017. The traditional ceremonies were held including the
cake cutting to celebrate the birth of our illustrious Corps with the first piece given to
the oldest Marine and passed to the youngest Marine signifying the passing of
knowledge and honor, the Turn Down Glass Table with respect for those unable to be
present, a video of the birthday message from the Commandant of the Marine Corps and
special awards from Commandant Karl Wilzer.

Adjutant Phil Cerussi receives a Distinguished
Service Award

Past Commandant Paul Cusick presents pieces of
the birthday cake to Richard Glassbrenner (oldest
member present) and to Sr. Vice Commandant
Matt Popovich.
Commandant Karl Wilzer, Janice and Judge Michael
McCarthy
Guest speaker, Judge McCarthy was is currently assigned
to the Court of Common Pleas Fifth Judicial Dist. Orphans’
Division. He is a Vietnam Veteran and served with the
U.S. Navy Seabees. He and his wife Janice have been
married since 1974 and have two daughters.

Adjutant Phil Cerussi presents Bill McClements, Charter
Member since 1972, with a walking stick. This walking
stick was hand made especially for Bill by member Bill
Howrilla who is a master wood carver.

Bill McClements and
Commandant Karl Wilzer

Bill McClements with wife, Nancy, and family members.
Secretary Janet Lindner and Newsletter Editor Audrey Szmed, are the
recipients of a Certificate of Appreciation from Commandant Karl
Wilzer for services and dedication to the League.
Sr. Vice Matt Popovich
received an award for
Individual Sharp Shooting
(455 7x) when he
participated in the annual
Pistol Shoot at Indiantown
Gap in June 2017.

Chaplain Gerry Kunic

Janet Lindner with helper selling tickets

Donna and Karl Wilzer

Phil Cerussi and Rich Sanderson

Paul Cusick and Phil Cerussi

Joyce and Don Bailey

Rita Weiss, Sr. Lois and Larry Weiss

Karen and Rick Barzen

Jim Hughes and Karl Wilzer

Sue and Frank Reo

Matt and Rose Popovich

Carole Reichhold, Nancy Hartman and
Calvin Reichhold

Ed and Betty Barron
Nancy McClements and Sgt. Winston

Veterans Day Parade – Pittsburgh 2017
On a very cold and windy November morn, members of #310 mustered at
0730 hours to participate in the 2017 Pittsburgh Veterans Day Parade.

Mascot Sgt. Winston has been walking the
parade route for many years. This year, he may
stay cuddled in his mom’s arms, Nancy
McClements

Bob Timet comes prepared to weather the
elements of the day.
Molly’s Trollies donates a vehicle to transport members of #310 to
and from the parade, as well as in the parade for those members
unable to walk the parade route.

Three Rivers Color Guard present the colors at the annual Veterans Breakfast hosted by the
Shaler Area Middle School on November 8, 2017.

Shaler Area Middle School cheer leaders line up to greet
veterans and guests attending their annual Veterans
breakfast

Presenting the colors for #310 at the Shaler Area Middle School annual
breakfast is Calvin Reichhold, Karl Wilzer, Rick Barzen and George
Bigelow

.....
to Linda and Phil Cerussi on the birth of their first grandchild, Barrett Allen Kirkland
born November 9, 2017. The best early Christmas present. All our best wishes to
Linda and Phil and proud parents, Nicole and Justin.

A final salute to past Commandant, Edwin E. Vogel who passed peacefully at the Aspinwall
VA Hospital on Thursday, January 4, 2018. Ed was a life member of 67 years for the Crafton
Volunteer Fire Department and former treasurer. He was a Korean War vet and received a
purple heart for wounds received at the Battle of the Chosin Reservoir. He was a former
national service officer for the Order of the Purple Heart and received the Veteran of the Year
award for his grassroot efforts on behalf of veterans. Ed was a former Secretary of Sharing
and Caring, Inc., and devoted much of his time helping the group sponsor their annual boat
ride for disabled veterans.

A sadden farewell to Mary Ann McFadden who passed in January 2018. Mary Ann would
attend all the social functions held by the League and was well known and liked by our
members. Mary Ann was the wife of league member John M. (Doc) McFadden.

What Are the Chances ???
Jerry and Debbie Barnum came to Pittsburgh from Minnesota for the first time in
October to visit their daughter (a doctor at Children’s) and to see their first-born
grandchild. While at Giant Eagle, he and Tom Szmed exchange a cordial ‘Semper Fi’
and, as Marines do, started talking Corps. Shortly into the conversation, they
realized they were both stationed at Cherry Point in the early 1970’s, both worked
in the same office together for over a year and Tom was Jerry’s Staff NCO. After three years of service, Jerry
returned to Minnesota, married Debbie and together raised a daughter and son. Tom stayed in the Corps
for 22 years and returned to Pittsburgh after receiving an honorable medical discharge. A happy, but
extremely unexpected reunion for these two Marines! What are the chances?

A Special Event for the Hospice Veterans
Three Rivers’ Chaplain Gerry Kunic has been intensely involved with the ‘No
Veteran Should Die Alone’ program at the VA Hospitals. On Thursday,
September 21 at the HJH VA Hospital, Gerry participated in hosting a Steeler
Tailgate party for all the patients on the 3rd floor Hospice Center. There were
24 patients who enjoyed Steeler highlights and light refreshments with
perogies. As a special entertainment the famous racing Perogies from PNC Park
attended and mingled with the patients. It was a heart-warming sight to see most patients out of their rooms and
participating in the celebration. Our detachment provided Steeler shirts, blankets, socks or caps for all patients.
Those patients now feel they are a part of the crowd with their Steeler black and gold while watching and cheering
for the home team.

THREE RIVERS LEATHERNECK
DETACHMENT 310
MARINE CORPS LEAGUE, INC.
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Once a Marine, Always a Marine

Detachment Meetings
2nd Wednesday of each
month at 7:30 PM
Our Detachment meetings are
held at the West View VFW Post
2754 at 386 Perry Highway which
is close to the West View
Shopper’s Plaza (the old West
View Amusement Park).

IMPORTANT DATE TO
REMEMBER
2ND Monday of each month
at 6:30 PM - Help our
Veterans’ by Volunteering at
the Aspinwall Hospital.
For More Information
Contact
VAVS Chairman Robert Timet
412-369-5188

DETACHMENT CALENDAR --- 2018
Pasta Dinner Fund Raiser
VFW Hall Post 2754 – 386 Perry Hwy. West View
April 22nd – Noon until 6 pm
Rose Campaign – TBD
Contact – Bob Timet – 412-369-5188
Marine of the Year Award Dinner May
Contact Phil Cerussi (412) 855-0707
Memorial Day Honor Guard and Parades
Dates TBD
Pistol Match – June 2018
Ft. Indiantown Gap, PA
Contact Phil Cerussi (412) 855-0707

Detachment 310 Picnic -- 2018

Bob Timet (412) 369-5188

